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Welcome

What we’ll talk about
• SATAC
• Where to find more information
• University aggregate/ATAR/selection ranks
• Application processes
• SATAC news
• Changes for 2022

© SATAC 2021

About us

SATAC is the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre.
We…
• Publish information about courses, their entry requirements and application
procedures
• Process undergraduate, postgraduate and TAFE SA applications
• Assess each applicant’s qualifications
• Rank eligible applicants for each course preference
• Email offers to successful applicants on behalf of institutions
• Calculate and award the ATAR for SACE students
• Administer the Special Tertiary Admissions Test in SA and NT
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What SATAC does not do

• Make the rules for assessing applications
• Decide how many offers should be made for each course
• Provide career counselling
• Process applications for interstate institutions except:
− Charles Darwin University: SATAC member institution
− Torrens University Australia: campus in Adelaide
− CQ University: campus in Adelaide
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Print publications - the Guide

SATAC Guide 2022
• Introduction to the SATAC
application process
• Entry requirements and
admission pathways
• Information about institutions
and their services
• Detailed course information
• International students
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Print publications - the Guide

No significant changes for
this edition!
•

Infographics are included
•

SATAC timeline

•

How selection works

•

Changing preferences

•

Download infographics from the
SATAC website

•

TAFE SA pathways to university

•

As always:
•

Check course search for upto-date course information

•

Check Tertiary Entrance
booklets
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Digital publications

Available online
now…
• SATAC Guide 2022
• Tertiary Entrance
booklets for SACE &
NTCET and IB
• New digital platform
for better navigation
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satac.edu.au/publications

Digital publications

Tertiary Entrance books for SACE/NTCET and IB Diploma
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Tertiary Entrance for SACE & NTCET
No significant changes
for this edition!

• Focus on SACE qualification to
tertiary study
• ATAR calculation infographic
• Information to suit all years
from Year 10 to Year 12
• TAFE SA entry requirements &
pathways to university
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Tertiary Entrance for International Baccalaureate

Reminder…
•

•

Changes to Maths subjects (2022
tertiary entry)
IB

SACE

Mathematics:
Applications and
Interpretations (HL)

Mathematical Methods
2MHS20

Mathematics: Analysis
and Approaches (SL)

Mathematical Methods
2MHS20

Mathematics: Analysis
and Approaches (HL)

Specialist Mathematics
2MSC20

Upcoming changes to IB to ATAR score
conversion (changed to 2022 for 2023
tertiary entry)
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Schools Web

The SATAC Schools Web portal
TESTONE, Jonathon Jay

TESTTWO, Chloe Claire

TESTTHREE, Sanjeet Sami
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More features of Schools Web
Download a
summary of
students and/or a
list of
undergraduate
courses

Access summaries
from previous
admissions years
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Coming soon! Instagram @SATACinfo
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Update! YouTube @SATACinfo

Find us on YouTube and Twitter @SATACinfo
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Year 12 and the ATAR

University Aggregate

Adequate
preparation

Academic
nature

Depth
of study

Breadth
of study

Literacy
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Numeracy

SACE to University Aggregate

60

30

The university aggregate is the best possible outcome from these options subject
© SATAC 2021restrictions.
to precluded combinations and counting

Results for Recognised Studies
How Recognised Studies are considered in the university aggregate
•

Schools provide SACE Board with results for Recognised Studies → scaled score equivalents
included in the calculation of the university aggregate by SATAC

How the scaled score equivalents for the Recognised Studies are derived
•

Interstate and IB subjects – based on grades achieved

•

VET studies – the average of first 70 credits of tertiary admission subjects used in the aggregate
calculation

•

University studies – either the average of first 70 credits of tertiary admission subjects used in
the aggregate calculation, OR an equivalent for the grade achieved, whichever gives a better
outcome
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Recognised Studies, timing

When can Recognised Studies be included?
• At any time during enrolment in SACE (but studies must be approved as SACE
Recognised Learning)
• Recognised Studies intended to count toward the ATAR must be completed prior
to or in same year that the ATAR is calculated for the first time
• Final results for such studies must be provided to the SACE Board no later than the
end of the clerical check period in mid-February of the following year
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Scaling
Why does scaling take place?
•

Scaling allows for the fair comparison of the performance of students in all SACE/NTCET subjects
and in all combinations of subjects

•

It is used solely for the purpose of tertiary selection

•

It is a requirement of SATAC’s member institutions

How scaling works
•

Scaling adjusts the overall raw score of a subject which is derived from the results of individual
assessment tasks

•

This allows us to compare the achievement of one student in one subject with that of another
student in a different subject
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Scaling

• Process of scaling is applied to raw score, not overall
subject grade
• No correlation between overall grades and scaled
scores
• Each letter grade corresponds to a range of scaled
scores
• Scaling outcomes are not pre-determined, and are
based only on the academic performance of the
student cohort in a given year
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Scaling
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Scaling
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University Aggregate to ATAR

• SATAC assigns a percentile rank for each university aggregate achieved.
• Everyone who achieves a university aggregate in 2021 forms the 2021
cohort.
• The participation rate is calculated based on how the 2021 cohort
compares against the national population in the same age group.
• The percentile rank is then adjusted to take account of the participation
rate and where a student sits relative to the national population,
resulting in the ATAR.
• The ATAR is a rank, not a score.
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Admission pathways

How selection works
Applying online
• Applicants list their preferences
• Applicants enter details of their qualification/s
• All applicable administrative guidelines are satisfied

We assess the application
• We check each preference to see if the qualification/s match the entry criteria
• We calculate a selection rank for each eligible qualification for each
preference

We make offers
• Each course has places available for each qualification type it considers
• An offer will be made to the highest preference for which the applicant is
both eligible and competitive
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Undergraduate admission pathways

Year 12

Higher
Education

VET or
TAFE

STAT, etc.

Eligibility: completed SACE or equivalent
Competitiveness: ATAR or equivalent

Eligibility: minimum 1 full-time semester of study
Competitiveness: Grade Point Average
Eligibility: completed VET qualification ≥ Certificate III
Competitiveness: level of award

Eligibility: usually minimum STAT
Competitiveness: STAT score and/or other selection criteria
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Year 12 admission pathway

Subject
prerequisites
(min. C- grade)

Additional
entry
requirements

University
aggregate/ATAR

Administrative
requirements

Eligibility
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When a university aggregate is not achieved

What rules could have an impact?
• Counting Restrictions
• Precluded Combinations
• Number of attempts
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Can anything be done about it?

What happens?
• Schools approach SATAC for consideration

Who decides?
• The institutions

What’s the outcome?
• Consideration is usually favourable, i.e. student is usually ‘looked after’; this is known
as an ‘unofficial ATAR’
• It will apply for the current admissions cycle only

Underpinning belief
• Following the rules is the student’s responsibility
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The SATAC Year 12 selection rank

University
Aggregate

Year 12
Selection
Rank
Adjustment
Factors
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Year 12 selection rank, cont’d

Why not simply adjust the ATAR?
• The ATAR is already a rank describing the position of a student’s Year 12 results
relative to other students’ Year 12 results, on a common scale, BUT
• We can’t add adjustment factors to a rank, we add them to the university aggregate
and then recalculate the university aggregate
• Students may have different selection ranks for some preferences
• Adjustment factors such as those awarded under the Universities Equity Scheme only
have relevance to an application through SATAC
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Adjustment Factor schemes

Universities Language, Literacy
and Mathematics Scheme

Universities Equity Scheme

• Adjustment on the basis of
successful completion of:

• Adjustment on the basis of
school of enrolment
• Adjustment on the basis of
individual socio-economic
circumstances

5 points

• 20 credits of a LOTE
• 2ESH20 English or 2ELS20 English
Literary Studies
• 2MHS20 Mathematical Methods
• 2MSC20 Specialist Mathematics
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2 points per subject up to 4 points

School-based equity adjustments

• Scheme is administered by SATAC in accordance with the rules set by
institutions
• School-based equity adjustments are determined by the following
data:
−
−
−
−

Remoteness
Participation in higher education
Average ATAR
ICSEA value for school

Possible adjustment = 5 points
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Individual equity adjustments

Students from non-’equity schools’:
• Invited to apply for adjustments in SATAC undergraduate application
• If in receipt of Commonwealth means-tested income support payment (MTISP) or
holder of concession card, can enter their Customer Reference Number (CRN) –
normally no documents required
• If parent/guardian receives a Commonwealth MTISP, will need to apply via form
• Department of Education (SA) School Card recipients are also eligible and will need
to apply via form
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Applications for individual equity adjustments

Common problems
• Students often enter Customer Reference Number (‘Centrelink number’) listed against
their name on their parent’s concession card in their online application - SATAC cannot
confirm the parent’s payment status this way
• Students who have just applied for a Centrelink payment because they have finished
school for the year are not eligible under the rules - the payment/card must be held
during the school year.
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Universities Language, Literacy and Mathematics Scheme

Intended to strengthen preparation for undergraduate studies by
undertaking a language other than English, or specified English or
Mathematics subjects:
−
−
−
−

LOTE
English/English Literary Studies
Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

Possible adjustment = up to 4 points
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TAFE/VET admission pathway

Who will be considered?
• Those with a completed VET qualification
• Certificate III or better is required for some institutions
• Certificate IV or better is required for most degree courses at some institutions

How will they be selected?
• The rank is based on the level of the award
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STAT, work and life experience admission pathway

All courses which offer this pathway will consider:
• Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT)

Some courses which offer this pathway will also consider:
• A Personal Competencies Statement
• Employment experience
• A combination of all 3
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TAFE SA selection

Eligibility

• Eligibility for each course is described by the Course Admission
Requirements (CAR)
• Examples of CAR
−
−
−
−
−
−

Core Skills Profile for Adults (CSPA)
Completion of SACE or equivalent
TAFE/VET/Higher Education level study
Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) results (degree courses only)
University bridging/foundation courses
English Language Requirements
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Competitive courses

‘Competitive’ courses: more applicants than
places available
• For competitive courses, selection from
amongst eligible applicants is determined
by rank, i.e. order of merit
• For the majority of competitive courses,
applicants will be ranked on their results in
the Core Skills Profile for Adults (CSPA)
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CAR – about CSPA and STAT

• Core Skills Profile for Adults = CSPA
• Tool designed to indicate reading, writing and numeracy/maths skills
• Satisfactory outcome from CSPA is a course admission requirement
(CAR) for a range of TAFE SA courses
• STAT results can be used for some TAFE SA degree courses

© SATAC 2021

Non-competitive courses

• Non-competitive courses: TAFE SA expects all eligible applicants will
be accepted
• Many (but not all) non-competitive courses have no CAR, i.e. no
ranking/selection criteria are applied
• If there is an unexpected demand for these courses applications are
ranked in order of the date of application
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Applying

Applying for TAFE SA or undergraduate study

Before applying…
• Research: access Course Search from the SATAC website, visit institutions, talk
to course advisors
• Understand: the selection rules/CAR and the application process, access ‘The
application process’ from the SATAC website
• Prepare: have SACE/NTCET number and any requisite documents ready
• Be contactable: use non-school email address that is accessed/checked
regularly
• Be aware: e.g. deadlines, such as early closing courses, fee payment etc.
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Apply via the SATAC website
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Registering/logging in
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Application tips
• Tell SATAC if you’re a current Year 12 student
− Enter the SACE , IB or interstate Year 12 student number on the ‘School studies’ page of
the application
− Required for all undergraduate applications, but may not be required for TAFE SA
applications

• Enter VET studies as a separate qualification on the ‘Certificates’ page
(undergraduate applications, may not be required for TAFE SA)
• Carefully read the ‘Tips’ on the right-hand side of each page
• Refer to ‘The application process’ section of the SATAC website
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SATAC application timeline
Apply online

Finish Year 12 and
get your ATAR

Submit documents
and pay fees

Offers are made
December - March

Check or change
preferences
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Respond to your
offer and enrol!

Something extra

Institution equity scholarships (IES)
• You can apply for an IES through SATAC if you:
– are an Australian citizen or Australian permanent resident
– hold a permanent humanitarian visa

• and
– you have been made an offer to commence study at the University of South
Australia, or
– you will be continuing a course of study at the University of South Australia that you
commenced in the year prior, and
– you will be enrolling in a Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP).
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Application Status Service

Introduced for 2020 admissions, applicants can
now log into their SATAC application after Year 12
results are released to view their adjusted selection
rank for each preference, plus other information
about the status of their application
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What’s new – 2022 SACE/NTCET subjects
New subject

Existing subjects

2PSG20 – Psychology

2PSC10 – Psychology
2PSC20 – Psychology

2SRM10 – Spirituality, Religion and Meaning

2REL10 – Religion Studies

2SRM20 – Spirituality, Religion and Meaning

2REL20 – Religion Studies

2HSC10 – Humanities and Social Sciences Connections

2UBY10 – Humanities and the Community

2HSC20 – Humanities and Social Sciences Connections

2UBY20 – Humanities and the Community

2STC10 – STEM Connections

2SBY10 – STEM and the Community

2STC20 – STEM Connections

2SBY20 – STEM and the Community

2IDC10 – Interdisciplinary Connections

2IBY10 – Interdisciplinary Learning and the Community

2IDC20 – Interdisciplinary Connections

2IBY20 – Interdisciplinary Learning and the Community

2PRC10 – Practical Connections

N/A

2PRC20 – Practical Connections
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What’s new – USI

Unique Student Identifier (USI)
– For 2022 applications and onwards, SATAC will be collecting applicants’ USIs as part
of the online application
– Students need a USI if:
• undertaking nationally recognised training, also known as Vocational Education
Training (VET) - including while at school
• seeking financial assistance and accepting Commonwealth Supported Places for
higher education
• graduating from higher education in 2023 or beyond
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What’s new – Universities Equity Scheme

Changes to eligibility criteria for school-based adjustment factors under the
Universities Equity Scheme
– Alexa studies SACE Stage 2 at a non-qualifying school in 2021 and achieves an ATAR
– In 2022, Alexa tries to improve their ATAR and studies again at SACE Stage 2, this
time at a school which is eligible for adjustments
– Alexa is not entitled to school-based equity adjustments because they achieved an
ATAR from a non-qualifying school then tried to improve it at an eligible school
– Alexa can still apply for individual equity adjustments
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What’s new – English language requirements

English language requirements
English language proficiency can be shown in the following ways:
– Declaring that English is your primary language. Before the course start date, you will have
completed six years of schooling in English - including at least two years of secondary school – in
one of the following countries: Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, United States, Canada,
Republic of Ireland, United Kingdom.
OR
– Sitting an English language proficiency test. The test must be accepted for entry to your chosen
course and you must meet the minimum result required.
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Application fees

Undergraduate

STAT

TAFE SA

• Regular fee: $45
• Submitted after 30 September: $185
• Regular fee: $170
• Test booked and paid for after 31 October: $256

• Applications are free of charge
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Key dates
Date

Event

2 August 2021

Applications open for 2022.

30 September 2021

Fees increase for applications submitted after this date.
Final closing date for some courses. Late applications not accepted.

31 October 2021

Deadline for applicants to pay their STAT fees. An additional STAT fee
applies for applications submitted or STAT fees paid after this date.

22 November 2021

Final closing date for Creative Arts (Drama) at Flinders University. Late
applications not accepted.

1 December 2021

Equal consideration closing date for all Semester 1 courses excluding
those with final closing dates.
Final closing date for some courses. Late applications not accepted.
Deadline for applicants to pay their application fee and still be
guaranteed equal consideration.

15 December 2021

Change of preference deadline for Semester 1 offers.

21 December 2021

Offer round. Offers emailed by 5pm.

10 January 2022

Change of preference deadline for Semester 1 offers.

14 January 2022
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2021 round. Offers emailed by 5pm.

